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From The
Pastor’s Desk
Dear Alumni, Parishioners, Family
and Friends,
Thank you for your continued
support for St. Anthony Catholic
School.
As Michael Thomasian,
our principal,relates in his letter, the
school is off to a wonderful start as it
celebrates its 95th Anniversary. We
begin again with increased enrollment,
and noticeable physical improvements,
including a new playground for our
youngest scholars. We both hold
the treasure of our Catholic faith in
our earthen vessels, and, with your
support and collaboration, walk with
faith to continue the journey home to
God. The whole purpose of the school
is to form servant leaders, men and
women, who will lay down their lives
so that generations yet unborn may
enjoy fullness of life in this world, and
the beatific vision of Love in eternity.
Catholic education is more than an
heirloom to us, it is a living legacy we
share freely.
The more things change, the more
they stay the same. Our school theme
this year is: “Make Me a Channel
of Your Peace,” and in a sense it
was inaugurated with the numerous
initiatives that made the whole parish
campus, and particularly the school,
a safe haven for children pursuing
academics, training in the virtues and
in practical life skills, or “just” enjoying
the pleasures of an urban day camp.

2016-2017 Theme:
“Make Me a Channel of Your Peace.”

As the parish begins its celebration
of its 125th Anniversary of being the
Anchor of God’s presence in this
quadrant of the city, and servant of the
servants of God at its many National
Shrines,
Monasteries,
Colleges,
Universities, Seminaries and Religious
Houses of Formation, it is beautiful that
the School’s theme so closely matches
the work of its home parish!
St. Anthony Catholic School has a
glorious history at many levels, and
its foundation is shared sacrifice.
Because Someone laid down His life
for you, your life is free to give as a
gift. The Psalmist asked, “What return
shall I make to the Lord, for all that he
has given me?’ And he answers, “I will
take up the cup of salvation, and call
upon the name of the Lord.” “Make
Me a Channel of Your Peace” is our
extended reflection this year on how
the gifts we have received are meant
to bear fruit now and for eternity. That
is the glory of St. Anthony Catholic
School!
It doesn’t take a village to raise a child,
but the Church. “If the Lord does not
build the house, in vain do its builders
labor.” That is why I ask each of you to
pray for the school every day. This is the
foundation of its success; this enables
it to be an anchor for its graduates,
and for the whole community. Yes,
Opportunity
Scholarships
and
Archdiocesan support are important for
our bottom line financially, but without
the consistent financial sacrifices of
our friends, it would all be in vain. I ask
one dollar a day, or a $365.00 yearly
investment in the next generation’s
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education, but it is 100% participation
that is my goal. For those who cannot
give now, but want to follow Antoinette
Margot, please remember us in your
will, because without the donation of
her house, there would not be a St.
Anthony parish or school! May God
reward your generosity a hundredfold!
Blessed Anniversary!
Grace and Peace,

Fr. Fred
www.stanthonyschooldc.org

From the Principal’s Desk
we are a vibrant,
rigorous, and faithfilled school with a
rich history and a
bright future. In light
of so many school
closures we must not
take this blessing for
granted.
In early June, we
graduated fifteen
eighth graders and
wished them well
as they began their
journeys to some
of the area’s best
Catholic, public, and
private schools. I am
grateful to Monsignor
Ray East for his heartfelt commencement
address and
continued support
of our school. Soon
after, on June 13th,
the school community
celebrated our
patron’s feast day
with a spaghetti
dinner. Special thanks
go out to our parish’s
Sodality and to our
parents for organizing
such a beautiful, soldout event!
Dear Alumni, Parishioners, and
Friends:
Happy 95th Birthday! On Monday,
August 22nd Catholic school pastors,
principals, and teachers gathered at
the Basilica of the National Shrine
of the Immaculate Conception to
celebrate the beginning of another
school year. At this Mass, Cardinal
Wuerl recognized St. Anthony Catholic
School’s anniversary by presenting
Fr. Fred and me with a beautiful papal
blessing. For ninety-five years, the
sacrifice and commitment of so many
have kept our school strong. Today

The next six weeks were busy with our
summer program, summer school,
and PALS. Our summer program
offered school and neighborhood
children a safe, fun, and exciting
program. In the weeks before school
began we were busy doing annual
facility maintenance, installing
windows in the second floor of the
South Building and air conditioning
on the second floor of both the North
and South Buildings, and replacing
some exterior classroom and cafeteria
doors. The biggest and most exciting
project of course was the creation of
our new playspace on the Lawrence
Street side of our school. The
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generosity of many friends made this
vision a reality in a matter of weeks.
As you can see, summer has been a
fruitful time for us!
As I write these words, I am looking
forward to August 29, when more
than 200 excited students will return
to St. Anthony eager to catch up with
friends, see their teachers, and meet
new classmates and faculty members.
This year we welcome Ms. Christine
Wilson, our new middle school history
teacher, Sr. John Peter Clarke, O.P.,
our new fifth grade teacher, Sr. Cora
Marie Recupito, O.P., our new middle
school science teacher and Ms.
Janese Blanc, our new kindergarten
teacher. I am confident these
educators will make a fine addition to
our already fabulous faculty.
This year’s school theme is “Make Me
a Channel of Your Peace.”Recognizing
the great need for peace in our world,
in our country and here in our own
city, we will be emphasizing our role
as a school family in working for
peace and unity. We are all called to
be peacemakers and we want our
students to understand that we can
make a difference both individually
and as a community! Our theme will
be reflected in our prayer, study of
the saints, kindness initiatives, and in
our many service projects. Please join
us by praying St. Francis of Assisi’s
Peace Prayer throughout the year.
Your role in our mission is significant.
Your prayers and generous financial
support have allowed us to award
dozens of tuition scholarships, update
technology, and make improvements
to our facility. I am most grateful and
appreciative for your stewardship.
God bless you and God bless the St.
Anthony Catholic School community.
Peace,

Michael Thomasian
Principal
www.stanthonyschooldc.org

More than two years ago, a friend took
him far outside of the familiar world of
his Catholic parish, however, into a life
changing opportunity. Just about every
month, he walks inside the foreboding
walls of a Virginia maximum security
prison to speak with inmates, whom he
and his colleagues call “residents.”

in cell blocks that the men he serves
are confined to. His prison ministry
work has raised his consciousness
about the criminal justice system,
and it’s led him to call the governors
of Georgia, Oklahoma, and Texas, to
urge them to commute death penalty
sentences.

“It changed my life,” Eager says of his
involvement in KAIROS, an interfaith
prison ministry.

The Eagers, who sold their house in
Reston, live with their daughter Amy
and her family in Brambleton, Va.,
and bought a beach house in 2014.
Eager’s sister, Betty, also lives in the
house in Brambleton. Bill and Carol
Eager go to the gym at least twice
each week, which enables them to stay
healthy and active. The Eagers have
also visited Aruba and Ireland during
his retirement. Bill Eager, meanwhile,
continues to paint portraits for friends
and children of friends and family and
has visited St. Anthony for Librarian
Mrs. Joan Nolte’s retirement party and
for the St. Anthony Gala in 2015.

“If you ever want to see the face of
God, do KAIROS,” he said, between
sips of coffee at the Tysons Corner
McDonald’s.

Former
Principal Bill
Eager finds
new calling in
retirement
One can say that Bill Eager’s work as
a Catholic school principal and as the
father of 11 children has prepared him
for just about anything.
While these days, much of the focus
of Eager and his wife of 49 years,
Carol, is on their 21 grandchildren,
new challenges have beckoned since
Eager’s retirement, when he departed
from St. Anthony Catholic School in
Washington, D.C., on June 30, 2011,
after fourteen years as principal.
Borrowing a line from the parent of a
former student, he calls retirement a
“refocusing” of his interests and work.
The New Jersey native took over as
chair of the Pro-Life Committee at his
parish, St. John Neumann in Reston,
Va., which protests, prays and offers
sidewalk counseling at abortion clinics
near the parish. Eager’s engagement
in this work seems no small surprise
given his family size, and he said he’s
always wanted to do pro-life work, but
he first had to focus on supporting his
wife and children.

Eager and his KAIROS colleagues
bake dozens – no, make that
thousands – of cookies for the inmates
to give them something to look forward
to and a rare joy in their life behind
bars. Some KAIROS participants give
cookies to other inmates as a means
to ask forgiveness from them. Eager
and other KAIROS volunteers, who
include those who have served time in
jail, spend from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. for the
four-day visit.
“Some of these guys haven’t been
hugged in 20 years,” Eager said.
“Never underestimate the value of a
hug.” The retired principal’s actions
and sentiments are ones that would
likely endear him to Pope Francis, who
has encouraged the faithful to work
with people on the margins of society
in a spirit of solidarity.
Initially, Eager volunteered at the
Powhatan prison, but following its
closure, he’s been volunteering at
Sussex 1, a maximum security prison
that is home to about 1,200 men,
including about 800 who are heavily
tattooed gang members.
The message of KAIROS is that
even though the residents of jails
and penitentiaries are behind bars,
they can be free. Eager is under no
illusions about the past of those he
serves, conceding that a majority are
guilty of the crimes they have been
convicted of, but he points out that God
forgives them of their transgressions.
The Commonwealth of Virginia,
nonetheless, requires them to serve
time for their crimes.
Eager is shocked by the small spaces
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Brambleton is Eager Central, since four
of the Eager children live there, and it’s
also the location of Redskins game
watches in a “man cave” painted in the
burgundy and gold of the team at one
of Eager’s son’s houses. “What’s the
difference between the Redskins and a
dollar bill?” he asks. “A dollar bill can
still give you four quarters.”

In Memoriam
Joseph A. Contino H.S. ‘62
Mary Seton Corboy G.S. ‘71/H.S. ‘75
Mary Jane Davis H.S. ‘46
Margaret T. (Dulin) Desmond HS ‘61
Joyce Ann (Gorman) Killam,
wife of Philip Killam HS ‘60
Robert V. Neary G.S. ‘51

Gloria Mariani (Sister Theodora)
Please pray for the deceased.
www.stanthonyschooldc.org

Eighth Grade
graduation
June 10, 2016 - Our eighth grade
graduation speaker was Rev. Msgr.
Raymond East, pastor of St. Teresa
of Avila Parish, S.E., In the photo
below, he takes a moment with
teacher Mr. Kenny Stack (left) and
Mr. Michael Thomasian (right),
principal, at a reception after the
ceremony.
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June 12,2016 - Feast Day of St. Anthony of Padua

We celebrated the Feast Day of St. Anthony of Padua with a spaghetti dinner attended by more than 100 people on June 11, 2016.

It was the generosity of more than 60 donors who made our new Lawrence Street playground possible. Together, we raised over
$30,000 and made a significant difference. Thank you to all who contributed toward this worthwhile project.
[5]
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Into the Wild:
Alumna Debbie
Steen’s Alaska
adventure
One can say that in the 33-year federal
government career of Debbie Steen
G.S. ‘76/H.S. ’80 that a number of front
page events and phenomenon have
touched her.
Global warming? Alaska, where
she lives and works in recreation
management for the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Services, is “Ground Zero” for
global warming, she says, given the
melting of glaciers and the cascading
effect on struggling species such as
walruses and polar bears.
The 41-day armed takeover of the
Malheur National Wildlife Refuge in
Oregon earlier this year by civilians
protesting the federal government’s
treatment of landowners in Western
states? The workers displaced during
that siege are fellow U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Services employees. Debbie
thinks that all Americans should be
alarmed by what happened at Malheur
National Wildlife Refuge.
The June 2013 Yarnell Hill Fire that
killed 19 City of Prescott “hotshot”

firefighters, the highest wildland
firefighter death toll since 1933?
Debbie Steen, a former firefighter, knew
the Incident Commander. She blames
such incidents on droughts, real
estate development in former wildlife
areas, and 40 years of suppression of
wildlife fires in the U.S., during which
time underbrush grew and developed,
making wildlife fires potentially more
fatal than before.
It’s important, she notes, for people
to realize the cause and effect of our
interactions with nature and preserving
a balance in the ecosystem.
She lives in Anchorage but finds
herself travelling extensively through
Alaska, a state spread out over
533,000 square miles, where eleven
distinct native cultures exist, and she
needs an airplane to visit many of
her destinations, given the paucity of
roads. In Anchorage schools, more
than 100 languages are spoken. She
can understand why many natives
have to engage in subsistence living,
when a gallon of milk in remote parts
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of the state can cost $12.00.
When she came to work in Alaska in
2002, she had to take a bear safety
course, learn how to operate a
shotgun, and take “dunker” training,
which involves how to survive an
airplane crash in water.
She is the middle child of Malaku and
LaVernis Steen. Her younger brother,
William Steen, attended St. Anthony
School, and her older sister is Valerie
Steen G.S. ‘74/H.S. ’78. Her mother is
a retired social worker who is a daily
communicant at St. Anthony, while
her father is a retired lawyer and a
trailblazer.
Raised in the 1940s, when Catholic
high schools in Washington, D.C., did
not admit African-Americans, Malaku
J. Steen’s parents clung so tightly to
parochial education that they sent him
to Mt. St. Charles Academy, then an
all-boys Catholic boarding school in
Woonsocket, R.I., and from there, he
secured a scholarship to Providence
(Continued, Page 7)
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College, where he graduated in 1956
with an English degree and was only
one of three students of color. He then
received a law degree from Catholic
University of America.
He spent more than a decade as
the chief of the Civil Rights Branch
of the Office of Revenue Sharing at
the Treasury Department, where his
office helped battle segregation by
withholding federal funds from states
with Jim Crow laws and practices.
Malaku Steen served as head of the
folk group at the 11:30 a.m. Mass
at St. Anthony of Padua Church for
years. He can play the accordion,
piano and guitar, and William played
the trombone in the school band,
while Valerie played the piano. Debbie
played the flute in the school band
and in the folk group and as an adult
learned to play the clarinet, piano, and
saxophone.
Debbie remembers her father traveling
a lot during the week when she was
growing up and coming home late from
work during the week. He nonetheless
would ask about her homework, and
he encouraged his children’s passion
for music.
“She was the rock,” Debbie said of her

mother, making sure the children were
fed and cared for and had completed
their homework assignments. During
those years, Debbie learned that she
had a passion and aptitude for Math
and Science.
“Mom and Dad never stood in the way
of anything we wanted to do,” Debbie
said. “They gave us the freedom to be
who we are.”
As a young girl, she loved the outdoors
and joined the Girl Scouts to explore
it. During a visit to Assateague
Island National Seashore, her father
introduced her to a Park Ranger to find
out what his daughter should study in
college to pursue such a career. While
the Park Ranger just said that he had
studied Math, Debbie later learned
through a friend of Valerie that she
should study Forestry.
Just as her father found himself in
an unfamiliar environment in Rhode
Island, so Debbie was the only
African-American student in most of
her classes in her major at Virginia
Tech University. Nonetheless, she
appreciates the efforts her classmates
made to familiarize her with what they
had grown up on – hunting, fishing,
and camping.

She took a 40-hour class to become
a firefighter while at Virginia Tech, and
she worked in a U.S. Forest Service
work-study program, through which
she would alternate quarters in school
and quarters working in 20-person
wildlife firefighting teams.
“I had a blast,” she said.
Upon graduation from Virginia Tech,
she was offered three jobs with the
U.S. Forest Service, taking one with
the Mount Rogers Ranger District
on the Jefferson National Forest in
Southwestern Virginia. She then
worked at the Daniel Boone National
Forest in Kentucky before taking a
position in Northern Arizona In the
Coconino National Forest.
In 1999, Debbie took her first position
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
working for three years helping to write
environmental policy in Washington,
D.C., helping to draft policy and
legislation and living in Falls Church,
Va.., near her hometown.
In 2002, when the position in Recreation
Management in Anchorage, Alaska,
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
became available, she pursued it. “You
can’t get any more outdoors,” than
Alaska, she said with a laugh.

On The Willard Building rooftop on June 12, former U.S. House of Representatives Speaker John Boehner
awarded a full scholarship to Eliana Patterson to attend seventh and eighth grade at St. Anthony Catholic School.
Speaker Boehner made the award in memory of his late Chief of Staff, Paula Nawakowski.
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If you have any story ideas for the Blue &
Gold or would like to update your address
with us, please contact Bill Murray at the
email address or phone number above.
Thank you for staying in touch!

Mission Statement
The mission of St. Anthony Catholic
School is to prepare its students for lives
of leadership and service rooted in an
encounter with Jesus Christ.
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