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2017-2018 Theme: “The Lord has loved me so much: we must love
everyone and be compassionate!” -St. Josephine Bakhita

Michael
Thomasian
Named Principal
of the Year
When Michael Thomasian came to St.
Anthony Catholic School 18 years ago
as a volunteer, little did he know that he
would begin an association that would
have a profound influence on his life.
The native of Dorchester, Mass., had
graduated from Assumption College
in Massachusetts and in 2000 began
his 11 years teaching elementary
and middle school at St. Anthony.
He soon met his future wife, Jessica,
who was teaching at St. Francis de
Sales School, which later closed. They
have four children together and live
in Brookland a few blocks from the
school. In 2011, upon the retirement
of longtime principal and mentor Bill
Eager, Thomasian became principal of
St. Anthony.
On Aug. 30, a surprised Thomasian
entered St. Anthony Catholic Church
with Marguerite Conley, executive
director of the Consortium of Catholic
Academies, which St. Anthony is a
part of, and received an honor he will
never forget: Distinguished Principal
of the Year for the Archdiocese of
Washington.
Dressed in a light blue vest, Thomasian
accepted the award from Bill Ryan,

Celebrating Mr. Thomasian’s Distinguished Principal of the Year award on Aug. 30
inside St. Anthony of Padua Church are (left to right) Fr. Fred Close, pastor, Mr. Michael
Thomasian, Dr. Jem Sullivan, secretary for Catholic education in the Archdiocese of
Washington, Ms. Marguerite Conley, executive director of the Consortium of Catholic
Academies, Mr. Bill Ryan, superintendent for Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of
Washington, and MsWendy Anderson, associate superintendent for academics and
school leadership, Archdiocese of Washington.

superintendent of Catholic schools for
the Archdiocese of Washington in front
of his students and staff and some
parents and dedicated the award to all
members of the St. Anthony Catholic
School community, since they made it
a “great school.”
It was just the second day of school,
and the students were already
serenading
the
self-deprecating
Thomasian in song. Eager, who hired
Thomasian and recommended he be
promoted to be principal, came with
his wife Carol.
Fr. Fred Close, pastor of St. Anthony
of Padua, also spoke, in addition to
Ryan, Conley, and Dr. Jem Sullivan,
secretary for Catholic education for
the Archdiocese of Washington.
They echoed what many know
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about Thomasian: a hard-working,
dedicated,
undeniably
Catholic
principal with a strong dedication to
his school. The son of a Boston police
officer of Armenian descent has found
his calling.
He is the kind of principal who will
make sure that a longtime teacher who
has passed receives a proper burial
and tries to ensure that school families
that seek the sacraments – whether it is
Baptism, Eucharist, First Penance, Holy
Matrimony or Last Rites – can receive
them. He has looked to improve the
school’s curb appeal and the physical
plant, both through fundraising and
partnering with firms and individuals
who can help bring new life to an aging
building.
continued on page 2
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From The Pastor’s Desk
As friends of Saint Anthony, you have
already tasted of that hundred-fold
return promised those who make
all other relationships second to our
allegiance to Jesus. Where would any
of us be without the precious Catholic
education and formation we received
here? St. Anthony Parish, High School
and Grade School are located in
geography, and you can find them
on “Google Maps,” but they are really
places in the heart, places where we
are free to “be fruitful and multiply.”

Dear Alumni and Friends,
As we begin our 125th Anniversary as
a Parish, please allow me to return to
the theme of “The New Normal.” At
St. Anthony Parish and School we
proclaim that the only “New Normal, or
New Reality” that there is, is the power
of God to change a life. Because he
has freed us from sin and freed us for
service of God and neighbor, the faith
and religious sensibility, even awe of
God is at the heart of all we do. The
glory of God is every man, woman and
child fully alive, and therefore consists,
beyond observing the law, in the “Be
– Attitudes,” our equipping to become
servant leaders, just like Jesus!

Will you please help us continue this
legacy of fruitfulness, this miracle of
the multiplication of lives conformed to
Christ’s? As we lay the foundation for
the next 125 years, the parish has two
pressing needs: a 21st Century sound
system; and a professional assessment
of our expansion and renovation
possibilities. We have signed a
Sponsored
Research
Agreement
with the School of Architecture at
the Catholic University of America
($20,000) and have estimates for
the new sound system ranging from
$50,000 up! “Faith comes through
hearing, and what is heard is the
word of God.” Without the vision that
comes through faith, our labors are
worthless, so the sound system is an
urgent priority. Once “our” architects

continued from page 1

Michael Thomasian Named Principal of the Year
His tireless work on behalf of the school is bearing fruit,
as the school has its highest enrollment in years, with
more than 230 students from PreK to 8th grade.

complete their analysis, we can expand
the Church to accommodate the needs
of a rapidly growing Brookland (no
estimates).
Our 125th Anniversary goal is
$1,250,000.00, and I am asking each of
you to contribute $1.25 per day, or per
week, or per month, through the parish
web-site
www.stanthonyofpaduadc.
org or through Faith Direct at 1-866507-8757 or visit www.faithdirect.net St.
Anthony church code (DC463). Many
small sacrifices beat one benefactor
every time, since everyone owes St.
Anthony something! As we pray “and
treasures lost are found again, when
young and old your aid implore.”
These are challenging times, even “a
change of era,” as Pope Francis says,
but we remember, with St. John Paul II:
“The future for us remains an unknown
quantity, which we now accept without
anxiety. Love has overcome anxiety.
The future depends on love.” God
bless you all!
Peace and Love,

Fr. Fred
Pastor

SAVE THE DATE
St. Anthony High School Class of 1978
40th Reunion
Friday June 29, 2018 – All White Reunion Night
Saturday, June 30, 2018 – Bar-BQ
Sunday, July 1, 2018 – Mass
Cost and more details coming soon.

While the Benedictine Sisters no longer have a presence,
the Nashville Dominican Sisters have sent two sisters
each of the last two years, also bringing a new religious
presence into St. Anthony Catholic School.

For more information, contact:
St.A.Reunion1978@gmail.com or
Karen Christian 202-427-2606
Cherie Brown Jackson 716-208-2405
Virgil Chase 443-822-4942
Larryl Matthews 202-279-0687
Jennifer Downs Creque 301-367-6919
Donna Ivey Jones 202-697-2171

It seems unlikely that Thomasian will rest on his laurels.
Even with his teaching and administrative duties, he
was able to earn a Master’s degree in teaching from
Trinity University of Washington and a Master’s degree
in Educational Leadership from the University of Notre
Dame.
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From the
Principal’s Desk
Dear Alumni,
Friends:

Parishioners,

and

God is good… all the time! All the time…
God is good! This is our school’s 95th
year and our parish’s 125th year—two
anniversaries worth celebrating. As
I walk the stairs of the North Building
(formerly the high school building), the
worn down steps often cause me to
pause and reflect upon the thousands
of students that once trudged up and
down those very steps. Who were
these students, what was their story,
and where are they now? Our recent
anniversary celebrations allowed me
to meet some of these alumni and to
learn firsthand of the good old days.
There was Mr. Jennifer (age 90)
whose father was well-known as the
maintenance man/custodian of our
school who was unable to attend the
school himself because of segregation,
and his son Michael, who did graduate
from the school. There was a spunky
group of alumnae who graduated
in the 1940s who brought their own
black and white photos to share. And,
there were several local alumni such
as Marla-Jo Bonucelli, Michelle ClarkMitchell and her two sisters, Pat Wells,
Julie
Dickerson-Thompson,
Greg
Cole, Artie Washington, and parents
of alumni such as Cathy and Herb
Wood, Lavernis and Joe Steen, and
Dr. Gwen Means who continue to be
wonderful members of our church and
school community. One awesome part
of my work is connecting with alumni
and parishioners and learning their St.
Anthony stories. I hope to meet more
alumni and friends at our parish’s
Dinner Dance on November 4th. I hope
you will join us!
As supporters of St. Anthony Catholic
School, you can be proud that our
enrollment is once again on the rise,
100% of our graduates were accepted
into the top Catholic, private, and public
high schools in the region, and our
staff, including two full-time Dominican

Sisters, is top-notch. We are a strong
community where the blue and gold
spirit remains strong! The St. Anthony
experience includes everything from
science experiments and service
projects to Spanish classes and soccer
practices and everything in between.
Our students are being prepared to
lead lives of service and leadership.
This is our mission. Please visit our
website www.stanthonyschooldc.org
and Facebook page and witness all of
the amazing things happening in our
corner of the Kingdom.
We
can
also
celebrate
the
improvements to our school building—
restored doors, painted hallways, a
repaired Lawrence Street yard, and
most significantly the newly renovated
cafeteria and Margot Hall bathrooms.
(Special thanks are extended to our
parish’s Sodality, Borger Management
Company, and Magnolia Plumbing for
making our bathroom renovation a
reality).
Thanks to the support from “Meals on
Wheels” and the proceeds from our
summer program, we were also able
to purchase 56 Chrome Books and two
mobile charging carts for our students.
This new technology will benefit grades
1-8 and provide a boost to our Spanish
program.
There are two projects still in the
fundraising/
planning
stage—the
remodeling of the stage area in Margot
Hall and the renovation of the shared
parking lot behind the school. A new
[3]

and improved parking lot will be a
safer and cleaner space; it will include
landscaping, proper drainage, and
new signage. The renovated stage
area will allow us to once again host
plays and performances in a proper
facility. I know very well the challenges
associated with a nearly century old
school building, but I also know the
love and generosity that goes into
each improvement project. With God’s
grace and your continued stewardship,
I know that we can make St. Anthony
an even greater place where future
generations of children can pray, learn,
and play together.
Lastly, thank you all for your kind words
and congratulatory messages on my
recent “Principal of the Year” award.
Your prayers and support mean a lot
to me and play an important role in
our school’s success. Let us continue
to pray for one another and for our
beloved St. Anthony.
Sincerely,
Michael Thomasian

Michael Thomasian
Principal
Like Us on Facebook!

www.stanthonyschooldc.org

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
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ANNIVERSARY MASS

At the 125th parish anniversary Mass, Michael Thomasian,
accompanied by Valeria Machado (4th grade) and Emebet
Banga (Kindergarten), presents a painting of St. Anthony of
Padua made by Mr. Francis Washington, school art teacher
and alumnus.

Donald Cardinal Wuerl was the main celebrant at the 125th
anniversary Mass at St. Anthony of Padua on Sunday,
September 17.

Donald Cardinal Wuerl with Fr. Fred Close after the
anniversary Mass (left) and greeting Valeria Machado, a
fourth grader from St. Anthony Catholic School.

Michael Jenifer G.S. ‘70/H.S. ‘74 shares happy memories of
his time at St. Anthony.

Julee (Dickerson) Thompson G.S. ’69, also an alumni
parent, with James Bennett G.S. ‘62.

Alumnae from the late 1940s gather at the 125th parish
anniversary.
[5]
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ALUMNI NOTES

Michael Thomasian, principal,
greets Mary Ann Fitzpatrick Egan
G.S. ‘54/H.S. ’58, at the altar on
the occasion of the 125th parish
anniversary Mass.

Michelle Clark Mitchell G.S. ‘66/H.S.
’70 , who formerly worked as the
pastor’s assistant for the late Rev.
Msgr. Richard Burton, relives her
memories when she returned for the
parish’s 125th anniversary.

At the Opening Mass for the School year for the
Archdiocese of Washington at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception on August 28, St.
Anthony students were altar servers. Cardinal Donald Wuerl
of Washington served as the main celebrant.

Ms. Marguerite Conley, executive
director of the Consortium of Catholic
Academies, which St. Anthony is
a part of, received an anniversary
award for 25 years working in Catholic
education. She assumed her current
position in 2010.

Mr. Michael Thomasian, principal, catches up with our
longtime middle school Math teacher Mr. Wayne Straight,
who is now retired.
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New Teachers 2017-2018
Welcome to St. Anthony Catholic School!

Mr. Michael Simms
Grade 3

Ms. Caroline Lawler
Grade 4

Sr. Maria Sarradet, O.P.
Grade 5

Mr. Brandon Huston
MS History

Mr. Blair Matthews
MS Science

Sr. Elise Fox, O.P.
MS Math

ALUMNI DIRECTORY TO BE
PUBLISHED IN 2018
Attention Alumni and Alumni
Parents!
Publishing Concepts (PCI) will
publish an Alumni Directory for
St. Anthony Catholic School
coinciding with our parish’s
125 year anniversary, with the
prospective delivery date of
February 2018. Please call
PCI at 1-800-982-1590 or
email customerservices@
publishingconcepts.com for
more information.
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IN MEMORIAM
Bernadette (Beales) Rodak H.S. ‘63
Margaret Brinker Brown
G.S. ‘60/H.S. ‘64
Bill McLaughlin G.S. ‘60/H.S. ‘64
Margaret Sheehan H.S. ‘49
May the souls of the faithful
departed, through the mercy of
God, rest in peace. Amen.
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St. Anthony Catholic School Staff 2017-2018 school year
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Rev. Frederick Close, pastor
padrefred@earthlink.net
202-250-8208
Mr. Michael Thomasian, principal
michael.thomasian@catholicacademies.org
202-526-4657

Bill Murray, Blue & Gold editor
billm@developassociates.com
240-418-5427
If you have any story ideas for the Blue &
Gold or would like to update your address
with us, please contact Bill Murray at the
email address or phone number above.
Thank you for staying in touch!
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Mission Statement
The mission of St. Anthony
Catholic School is to prepare its
students for lives of leadership
and service rooted in an
encounter with Jesus Christ.
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