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Pastor’s Letter
Dear
Alumni
and
Friends,
The Pastor’s letter for
the Winter issue of the
Blue & Gold is an easy
one to write, because
I have a “room with a
view.” The brilliant colors
of the season are glorious
to see, and all the more
glorious because they
call to mind what God
has done, and continues
to do, here in our midst
lo these past 90 years.
The colors of St. Anthony Catholic School are glorious
“when seen from a room with a view.”
In this special year for our school, we rejoice in all of
our graduates, from the “Mission Accomplished” Class
of 2011 with its 100% acceptance rate to Catholic High
Schools through our “Graduates of the Last Decade”
still in formation, to our silver and gold anniversary
classes, indeed to all our graduates, refined and
purified by years of faithful service. We rejoice because
each class starts our fresh and full of enthusiasm, and
ends “still full of sap, still green, to proclaim that the
Lord is just,” (Psalm 93).
We think in generations here at St. Anthony of
Padua, being faithful to the needs of those on this holy
ground, regardless of the accidents of race or national
origin. It was St. Anthony who taught us to bring the
day of Pentecost to fulfillment by using our senses
perfectly, and so we see each child, each class coming
to us as “green’ and called to become glorious, a glory
that the colors of the season proclaim.
continued on page 7

Dinner raises $1.3 million for
four-school Consortium of
Catholic Academies

At an eighth annual dinner fundraiser
to support the Consortium of Catholic
Academies (CCA) on September 21 at
the Capital Hilton, approximately 600
attendees raised $1.3 million to benefit the
four elementary schools.
Twenty members of Congress attended
the Boehner-Lieberman-Williams Dinner,
sponsored by House Speaker John Boehner
(R.-Ohio), Sen. Joseph Lieberman (I-Conn.)
and former D.C. Mayor Anthony Williams.
Local and national business leaders also
attended the dinner, and Mr. Michael
Thomasian, principal, and Rev. Frederick
Close, pastor, represented St. Anthony
Catholic School.
Along with St. Anthony Catholic School,
Sacred Heart Bilingual Catholic School,
N.W., St. Thomas More Catholic Academy,
S.E., and St. Francis Xavier Academy, S.E.,
are members of the CCA. Donald Cardinal
Wuerl of Washington also attended the
dinner.

continued on page 2
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Young Alumna Comes Back as School Parent

When Precious Johnson ‘99 came back this time
to St. Anthony Catholic School, she found familiar
faces: Mr. John Devereaux, the middle school social
studies teacher, Mrs. Joan
Nolte, the school’s librarian,
and Mr. Francis Washington,
the art teacher, at her alma
mater.
After she took a new job in
Washington in August, it made
sense to enroll her daughter
Skye in Pre-Kindergarten.
Although she grew up in
Hyattsville,
Ms.
Johnson
attended St. Anthony Catholic
School
from
Kindergarten
through 8th grade, before
attending
Georgetown
Visitation. In addition to attending the school, Ms.
Johnson grew up in St. Anthony Parish and received
the sacraments there, in addition to serving as an
usher, studying in Sunday School and being involved
in liturgical dance. She also participated in CYO

St. Anthony uses Success Maker
to track individual student
performance
Success Maker is a research-based program
produced by Pearson Education for elementary and
middle school students designed to identify and
remediate essential reading and math concepts with
individualized activities and assessments using an
engaging and interactive computer interface.
Beginning this school year, St. Anthony Catholic
School is tracking each student’s progress through
Success Maker to make it easier to identify strengths
and weaknesses and target them in classroom
instruction. In two to three computer sessions,
students in Grades K-8 use Success Maker for a
total of least 30 minutes for Reading and 30 minutes
for Math each week.
“Several of our 8th grade students have
successfully completed the Math portion of the
program indicating mastery and preparation for
high school mathematics,” said Anne Hedian, St.
Anthony Catholic School’s academic specialist, who
is managing the Success Maker implementation.

cheerleading at St. Anthony Catholic School.
“It seems like once you come (to St. Anthony), you
never leave,” Ms. Johnson said in the St. Anthony
Catholic School lobby, before
saying hello to a fellow 1999
alumnus who works in the
aftercare program.
She has good memories of
Msgr. Richard Burton, the
pastor of St. Anthony when
she was growing up. Her
favorite teacher at St. Anthony
was Ms. Sampugnero, who
later got married to Mr.
John McCaul, who was also a
teacher at St. Anthony, before
becoming a Catholic school
principal.
She’s a Prince George’s County resident who is
now studying for her bachelor’s degree in Family
Studies at the University of Maryland.
“Mr. Thomasian is awesome with a capital ‘A,’”
she said of St. Anthony’s first year principal. “The
communication from the school is very good. I try to
stay as involved as much as possible.”
“My daughter just loves it,” Ms. Johnson said
of her St. Anthony’s experience. “I don’t have any
complaints.”

Dinner raises $1.3 million for four-school
Consortium of Catholic Academies
continued from front page
Mr. Vincent Burke, chairman of the CCA, accepted
the $1.3 million check on behalf of the four schools.
Speaker Boehner, Sen. Lieberman and Mayor
Williams spoke at the dinner. In his introduction
of Speaker Boehner, Mr. John F.W. Rogers, chief of
staff at Goldman Sachs, mentioned a story about
Mr. Thomasian.
Although he is retiring from the U.S. Senate,
Sen. Lieberman told Donald Cardinal Wuerl of
Washington that he is grateful for the opportunity
to be connected with the CCA and would like to
maintain his involvement. Following Sen. Edward M.
Kennedy’s passing on Aug. 25, 2009, Sen. Lieberman
became involved in the annual CCA dinner.
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From the Principal’s Desk
Dear Alumni and Friends,
To most people autumn
is a season to enjoy foliage,
plant mums, and wonder
where the time went
between Halloween and
Thanksgiving. This is also
true for the St. Anthony
community, but autumn is
a season that includes so
much more. Our students
visited the pumpkin patch
and our parents organized a Halloween party and
haunted house, but there were many other events
and activities that kept our community vibrant
during this special season.
Service is central to the mission of St. Anthony
Catholic School. There were three significant service
projects that have been performed thus far. Our
faculty and students recently participated in our
annual Walk for the Homeless to benefit Mary
House. We had 220 registered walkers and we
raised $3,110.00 (before Fannie Mae’s matching
grant). In addition, our seventh grade hosted our
annual Thanksgiving Food Drive to benefit the
parish’s St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry. Our
faculty and students donated well over 1,000 food
items. This food was brought to the altar during the
offeratory procession and was blessed during our
school’s Thanksgiving Mass. Students covering the
sanctuary with endless bags of food for the needy
made for a powerful image. Lastly, our faculty
recently launched a new service project called the
St. Jude Math-a-thon. Students in first through the
eighth grade sought pledges with the understanding
that donations would be made for each math
problem that a student solved. The more math a
student completed the more money was collected for
St. Jude’s Hospital. We are still tallying donations.
Students at St. Anthony are not only taught their
faith, but they’re encouraged to live it on a practical
level. Early on students know that they are able to
make a difference and that they are responsible for
taking care of their neighbor in need.
Academically, our students have been hard at
work. Students know that here at St. Anthony they
must work diligently to earn each point. Mediocrity
is not acceptable. In addition to a fabulous faculty, we
are blessed to have so many dedicated organizations
willing to help our students. Our school community
benefits from a full-time Title I teacher, ten DC Reads

tutors from Catholic University, six St. Anselm
helpers, and three Christ-Child tutors. In addition,
selected students are allowed extra-time to work on
SuccessMaker, a computer-based instructional tool,
after school. I am proud of the growth and success
that each student demonstrated in the first quarter.
We have great students! The tradition continues.
Our graduates are equipped to succeed in both their
high school and beyond.
Today, we have 216 enrolled students. The good
news of a St. Anthony education is spreading. A
handful of students who left St. Anthony’s to attend
neighboring charter schools have returned and
the phone continues to ring with inquiries from
potential families. Parents want their children to be
in a safe, faith-filled school like ours. Our parents
value academics and understand the importance
of education. We host Open Houses on the first
Wednesday of every month at both 9:00 AM and 6:30
PM. You have sweet memories of your days here
at St. Anthony. Whether you visit us during Open
House or schedule a visit at a more convenient time,
I encourage you to come home to your school. The
Benedictine charism of hospitality continues to be a
central aspect of our school’s culture. Know you are
welcome.
In closing, I would like to thank all of you who
made a financial gift to St. Anthony Catholic School
since receiving the Fall Blue & Gold. Over the
past few months, I have met with both alumni and
friends of the school and have been moved by their
compassion and willingness to share their abundance
with our school. I thank you for participating in our
mission and vision for the school. Your gift is an
investment in a child’s life. New families often need
financial assistance of some type before enrolling
their child. Because of your generosity we are able
to offer tuition assistance and serve more students.
With increased support we would be able to fill each
classroom. I invite you to invest yourself through the
resources that God has given you- your energy, your
prayers, and your treasure. The gospel of Matthew
6:21 tell us “wherever your treasure is, there will
your heart be too.”
May this Advent season be a source of peace,
hope, and love for you and your family.
In Christ,

Michael Thomasian
Principal
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Alumni Notes Alumni Notes
William C. Pignone H.S. ‘54
reports that he “Taught 38 years
in the Montgomery County Public
Schools, retired in 1998, subbing for
13 years.
George Gaines G.S. ‘75/H.S.
‘79 has been a Special Agent of the
Diplomatic Security Service for 25
years, with overseas service at the
U.S. embassies in Thailand, the
Netherlands, Croatia
and now
Barbados. “My wife Kathy and I
have a 21 year old daughter, Taylor,
who is currently in her third year at
the University of Virginia,” George
writes.
Justin E. Fairfax ‘92 recently
wrote an article for Towerview, the
Duke University alumni magazine.
He and his wife Cerina have been
married five years, with two children,
two-year old Cameron Joseph and
Carys Grace, less than a year. Justin
is an assistant U.S. Attorney for the
Eastern District of Virginia.

Gold Alumni Profiles

We celebrate the success of our younger
alumni through our Gold Alumni
Profile series. You can read the first
four profiles here.
Name: Taylor A. Dodson ‘04
Status:
Senior,
E l e m e n t a r y
Education
major,
concentration
in
Math, Winston-Salem
State
University,
Winston-Salem, N.C.
Anticipated
Graduation: May 2012
Family Note: Taylor’s mother,
Susan (Taylor) Dodson H.S. ‘73 is a
former St. Anthony Catholic School
teacher who teaches in the D.C.
Public School system. Taylor’s cousin
is Corleon Taylor Assent ’95, and her
uncle Walter Taylor was an involved
St. Anthony School parent who helped
the school with its technology needs.
When I reflect on my St. Anthony
education, I remember my teachers

and how they were compassionate
about teaching. I hope as a future
educator, I will be able to impact my
students as they all did. St. Anthony
was the place where I discovered
that I wanted to be an educator. The
teachers and administration tried to
encourage each student to work at his
or her highest potential.
I have been on the Dean’s List
for the first three years of my college
career. In the Spring semester, I will
be completing my Student Teaching.
On campus at Winston-Salem State,
I served as Executive Board member
of Black Women for Change for two
consecutive years.
Name: Nina Thompson ‘06
Status: Sophomore,
Spelman
College,
majoring
in
Psychology
with
a minor in Public
Health
Anticipated
Graduation:
May
2014
St. Anthony’s was a great
foundation for me from Grades 1
through 8. When I reflect on my
education at St. Anthony, I remember
it being quite a challenge, especially
math. The education I received has
played a pivotal role in my life. The
memories I have of St. Anthony’s are
still clear – Monster Math with Ms.
Gekas, learning cursive with Sister
Mary Anne, being “Star of the Week”
with Ms. Pac, and Mr. Straight, who
provided tutoring before, during and
after school that was a tremendous
help.
I will always remember the
teachers and the extra mile they
were willing to go to see each of
us succeed. Needless to say, this
foundation paved the way for not only
high school but college too. It gave me
great preparation for high school.
I was able to excel in all my classes,
graduating as the salutatorian at
Cesar Chavez Public Charter High

School for Public Policy - Class of
2010.
I aspire to be an epidemiologist.
This past summer I interned at NIHClinical Center (Washington, DC) in
the Nursing Department.
At Spelman, I serve as the
Fundraising Chair for Circle K
International, a national organization
dedicated to community service.We
are raising money for the upcoming
District Convention. I also volunteer
at Raising Expectations, where
I mentor children at least once a
week. I am also a part of numerous
organizations on campus, which
include NAACP and NCNW.
Name: Travon Epps ‘06
Status: Sophomore,
Morehouse College,
majoring in Business
Administration
Anticipated
Graduation:
May
2014
Family
Note:
Travon’s little sister,
Dajah, attends St. Anthony Catholic
School, and his cousin Simeon Young
attended St. Anthony.
As I take this time to reflect on my
time at St. Anthony’s, I can honestly
say that they were the best years of
my life. I truly believe that I would
not be the same person I am today if it
wasn’t for the things I learned during
my time there. From the moment
I entered St. Anthony’s in PreKindergarten to when I graduated
in 2006, I was faced with many
challenges. What made the difference
was the fact that I had teachers in
my corner who pushed me to my full
potential and and made sure they got
nothing but the best from me.
I continued my education at St.
John’s College High School, where
I to used the qualities I learned at
St. Anthony’s to become a leader
not only in the classroom but in
my community as well. During my
high school years, I was an active
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participant in St. Johns Army JROTC
program, represented the United
States as a student ambassador in
Western Europe, had the honor to be
apart of Operation Understanding
D.C. (a program of African American
and Jewish community leaders who
promote
respect,
understanding
and cooperation while working to
eradicate racism, anti-Semitism and
all forms of discrimination).
I am actively a part of many
organizations on campus which
include NAACP, Army ROTC, The
Morehouse Business Association,
Circle K International as well as
mentoring young men at a local
middle school. St. Anthony’s will
always have a special place in my
heart.
Name: Mary Sargent ‘06
Status: Sophomore,
University
of
Maryland
College
Park,
majoring
in
English,
Government
and
Politics
Anticipated
Graduation: May 2014
Family Note: Mary’s sister is
Angeligue Sargent ’10.
I remember the can food drives we
held at St. Anthony School. The class
of 2010 won each year and we always
had fun at our chili dog luncheons
with Mr. Devereaux. I also remember
being an altar server at St. Anthony
Church beginning when I was in the
sixth grade. I remember the field trips
at St. Anthony. Having Mr. Straight
teach me Math helped prepare me
for classes at Georgetown Visitation
better than many of my classmates
(at Visitation). Other strong teachers
included Mrs. Zajmi and Mr.
Devereaux. In addition to attending
the University of Maryland, I am an
attendee at an art gallery on campus,
and I volunteer through the Saturday
PALS program at St. Anthony.

St. Anthony Legacy
Foundation sponsors student

Bob Wassmann G.S. ‘64/H.S. ‘68 (right), president
of the St. Anthony Legacy Foundation, presents the
check to Mr. Mike Thomasian, principal of St. Anthony
School, while Elsie (Mulvey) Weistling G.S. ‘64/H.S.
‘68 looks on (right), along with Barbara Betsock H.S.
‘68 (left), who provides legal counsel to SALF

Bob Wassmann G.S. ‘64/H.S.
‘68 When the school bell rings, a
Consortium of Catholic Academies
(CCA) Angel Program student goes to
class at St. Anthony’s!
We may have paraphrased from
“It’s a Wonderful Life” a bit here, but
the excitement is the same!
St. Anthony’s Legacy Foundation
(SALF) set a lofty initial goal of being
the first donor to bring the CCA Angel
Program to St. Anthony Catholic
School. As we understand it, Kennedy
Malone, pictured with SALF Director
James A. Washington H.S. ‘68, (see
Page 6) is the first St. Anthony’s
Catholic School student who benefits
from this tuition assistance program.
When Kennedy’s mother heard
the news, we are told tears of joy
filled her face and her heart! And
when Mike Thomasian, the school
principal, described her joy, his as
well as our own happy tears welled in
our eyes as we handed him the check
that would make this mother’s dream
possible. We knew SALF’s mission
was working!
The generosity of our donors has
had a multiplying effect, according
to Mr. Thomasian, who tells us that
Kennedy’s brother is now able to
attend St. Anthony Catholic School
because a faculty member at the
school heard of the SALF’s sponsoring
Kennedy Malone, and decided
that she wanted to make sure that
Kennedy’s brother could also receive
a Catholic education.
Who would have thought that,
during this economic environment,
a start-up non-profit charitable

organization that had not yet
reached out much beyond the St.
Anthony’s High School’s small Class
of ’68 would have hit its initial goal
so quickly! The donations during the
first year barely covered the start up
and regulatory fees. We thank those
who believe in this project enough
to donate and, where applicable, their
Matching Gift employers very much.
Because of you, SALF, just two years
after incorporating, is now helping a
young child attend her first year at
our Alma Mater.
What nicer way
can we give back than to give forward
in this manner!

SAVE THE DATE!
Spread the word.

John Beard H.S. ‘68 and his
wife, Pam, have once again most
generously opened their restaurant
for us to raise money for SALF. Bring
along former classmates from every
class year to a restaurant owned by
former Tonies!
Help us fill the restaurant and
send another Angel to St. Anthony’s
Catholic School!

Pizza Party to benefit
St. Anthony’s Legacy
Foundation
March 3, 2012 from 2 – 5 pm.
(Snow date will be posted at
www.tonieslegacy.org)
Zio’s Restaurant
9083 Gaither Road
Gaithersburg, MD 20877-1424
Zio’s Tel.: 301-977-6300
Pizza and sodas provided with
cash bar available. A $20 donation is
suggested. Proceeds benefit SALF.
Imagine what can be accomplished
as we bring all the readers of the Blue
& Gold together for this purpose.
Let’s fill a classroom with Angels!
For more information about St.
Anthony’s Legacy Foundation, a
501(c)(3) charity, and the Consortium
of
Catholic
Academies’
Angel
Program, visit our webpage www.
tonieslegacy.org
While you are there, feel free to
click on Support to find a form to
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aid you as you make your year-end
charitable donation. To get on our
email list or mailing list so we may
remind you of future events, contact
us at tonieslegacy@gmail.com or
St. Anthony Legacy Foundation 4625
Coastal Highway Ocean City, MD
21843-4625
President- Bob Wassmann ‘64/’68
Vice President/Secretary - James
“Artie” Washington H.S. ‘68
Treasurer - Elsie (Mulvey) Weistling
‘64/’68

Fondly recalling his
Brookland education,
alumnus makes plans for
planned gift to support
classroom

Mike Histon H.S. ’54 with Norbert Muckelbaeur
H.S. ’54 at the October class reunion.

As he gathered with his classmates
for a reunion in October at Chesapeake
Beach, Md., Richard “Mike” Histon
H.S. ‘54 began thinking how the class
could mark its 60th high school reunion
in 2014.

Grand Entrance Receives a New Look!

Mike and his wife Jan have lived in
the West since 1964, and he is retired
after a 33-year career with General
Electric Corp. that took him to Arizona,
Denver, San Diego and the San Pedro
area of Southern California.
Born in the District, he lived in foster
homes in Southern Maryland before
entering the Linton Hall Military School
in Bristow, Va. He later lived with his
grandmother in the District and began
attending St. Anthony High School

before her passing. He then lived with
an aunt, who moved to Falls Church,
Va., but insisted that he continue to
attend a Catholic high school, which
meant an hour and 10-minute commute
via a bus and street cars to Brookland
each day.
“It didn’t go well with me,” he
recalled.

James “Artie” Washington H.S. ‘68, sits with
Kennedy Malone, the student that SALF is
sponsoring.

He’d just made the St. Anthony High
School Varsity basketball team but had
to give up his place because of the daily
trip back and forth to Falls Church.
In his commute, he found solace in a
classmate, Hank Wilson H.S. ‘54, who
“raised hell with his mother,” that he
wouldn’t continue to attend an all-boys
school, so she placed him at St. Anthony
High School, even though the Wilson
family also lived in Northern Virginia.
When Hank had a car for Junior and
Senior year, it enabled the duo to go
to basketball games and Friday night
CYO dances.
“The structure in a parochial school
is that it was structured pretty tight,”
Histon said. “”We didn’t take a lot of
rubbish classes, and you did as you
were told.”
His classmates formerly met every
10 years for reunions, largely through
the
organizational
prowess
and
enthusiasm of Pat (Keegan) Grigsby
H.S. ‘54. In recent years, the classmates
have gathered every five years and
have developed a stronger bond in the
decades after their graduation from
St. Anthony High School, according to
Histon.
Having had lunch in October with
Mr. Michael Thomasian, the principal
of St. Anthony Catholic School, Mike
Histon and his wife Jan are considering
starting a Charitable Remainder Trust
and inviting their classmates to give to
it so that the Class of 1954 could adopt a
St. Anthony Catholic School classroom
in 2014 and provide for its needs, which
could include technology, supplies and

classroom lighting. A retired public
school principal, Jan Histon shares her
husband’s zeal for education.

Lorraine Ferris
Memorial Marked

On the one-year
anniversary of her
passing, we remember
Ms. Lorraine Ferris
(4/6/37-10/25/10),
who taught at St.
Anthony from 1970
to 2003, teaching in
her no-nonsense style
thousands of students
the rigors of the English language and
writing through a selfless sacrifice to
excellence, which ultimately won over
the respect of many parents, alumni
and students.

In Memoriam

Carol Dompierre Nottingham ‘54/’58
Patricia (Lyons) Balas, ‘55/’59
Kenneth Wendel
Please pray for the deceased.

Brookland Pictoral Book
Published

This fall, Arcadia
Publishing produced
Brookland by Rosie
Dempsey and John
J. Feeley Jr., as
part of its Images
of America series.
The book features
275 photos dating
from before the
Civil War to 2009
from
Brookland,
a 2,000-household neighborhood in
Northeast Washington. Its publication
capped an 18-month effort by Dempsey
and Feeley. Feeley has been giving tours
of Brookland for more than 20 years. “It
all fell together,” he said of the project.
Attendees at an October 9 book signing
at the St. Anthony Cafeteria purchased
300 books, according to Feeley, who
was born and raised in Brookland and
has been a permanent deacon for five
years. Arcadia Publishing has already
ordered a second printing of the book,
which came out September 26. The
list price for the book is $21.99, while
shipping and handling is $3.50.
One can purchase a copy through
Amazon or at www.brooklanddchistory.
com.
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Pastor’s Letter
continued from front page

In a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, fall comes and what once
seemed the same is transformed
to display the uniqueness of each
kind of tree. And so it is with our
graduates, whose spiritual gifts
emerge in the Baptism of Fire
which is life. Just as Jesus Christ
is fixed forever in the act of love in
which he died, so our true colors
emerge as we respond to the
challenges of this life.
St. Anthony Catholic School
exists to pass on the faith that sets
people free and to equip the saints
(for saints in formation we are!)
for the work of the ministry. It is
the work of the whole body, parish,
parents, teachers, alumni, friends
and supporters, held together by
our vision of faith and sharing the
gifts we have received in love so
that God’s work may continue and
prosper.
You too have a “room with a
view” of the good, the true and the
beautiful, and have been equipped
with the tools, the gifts and the
talents to advance it. Now that it
is our turn, let us remember that
the most beautiful view of all is
seeing those coming up behind us
chronologically as our own true
family, and doing what we can so
that we all reach that new and
eternal Jerusalem, the fulfillment
of all desire, colorful as the rainbow
of God’s love.
Peace and Love,

Fr. Fred

St. Anthony raises $3,100 for
homeless through mini-walk

Putting their faith to action
on a glorious November Friday
afternoon, 220 St. Anthony
Catholic
School
students,
staff and adults raised over
$3,100 through the Fannie
Mae Homeless Mini-Walk. The
group covered an 8-block area in
Brookland during the one-hour
Nov. 4 event. It anticipates a
matching grant from Fannie
Mae.
The
walk
benefitted
Mary House, which operates
more than a dozen homes
in Brookland and provides
transitional housing services,

shelter and support programs
to homeless and struggling
families. Bill Murphy of Mary
House joined the group, and one
of the stops on the walk was at
the Mary House offices at 10th
and Michigan N.E.
“We passed by a Mary House
property where some DeMatha
students were participating in
a service project and cheered
them on in their efforts,” said
Anne Hedian, St. Anthony
resource
specialist,
who
coordinated the mini-walk. “We
also passed by two other Mary
House properties.”

Donation from Hoops for Hope

Father Fred,
Thanks again for all you do to help support our efforts. On
behalf of all of us at the foundation, I want to present you
this check ($15,000). You all are doing amazing work for these
kids and we are glad we could partner with you to give some
great kids a fighting chance.
Paul A. Miller, PLC
Hoops for Hope
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