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Upcoming Events
St. Anthony High School Classes 1950,
1954 and 1953 and 1955 Reunion
Herrington on the Bay
Near North Beach, Md.
Nov. 6 – 4:00-8:00 p.m. Crab feast,
indoor picnic
Nov. 7 – 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Lunch
Information: Pat Keegan Grigsby

301-627-2957

St. Anthony Catholic School (Pre-K-8)
12th & Lawrence Streets
Washington, D.C. 20017
202-526-4657
www.stanthonyschooldc.org
Fr. Fred Close, Pastor
padrefred@earthlink.net
202-526-8822 (parish office)
Mr. William Eager, principal
bill.eager@catholicacademies.org
202-526-4657
Interested in serving as a Class Agent?
Address updates for alumni and friends?
Please contact Bill Murray at
billm@developassociates.com or
301-881-8180

Visit St. Anthony Catholic School’s website:

www.stanthonyschooldc.org

A school you can believe in.

We began this school year by
focusing on the fact that God
calls us all by name. At the very
foundation of reality is this
wonderful invitation to respond
to infinite love, and enter into
the very life of the Triune God.
The purpose of St. Anthony
Catholic School is to equip our
young students to recognize the
greatness of the call they have
received, and to respond with
their whole selves. You might say that Catholic education gives them this “response” – ability, and that this
education, like love, never ends. It only begins!
Our 2010 graduates will be beginning at the very best
high schools in the city and beyond, including 18 of
our 22 graduates who were accepted at Catholic High
Schools. Most will be able to attend in these financially
challenging times. We are expecting even greater things
from the Class of 2011!
In Mayor Anthony Williams’ Commencement Address, and in Angelique Sargent’s Graduation Speech,
the emphasis was on the ability their education gave
them to respond to the challenges coming next.
The Mayor shared with the class that he was a “late
bloomer” academically, not winning a single individual
honor from his 8th grade class, but that the groundwork
accomplished then was essential to his later success.
Miss Sargent, for her part, celebrated the strong academic, spiritual and personal foundation each of the
Class of 2010 received, and expressed the hope that all
would realize “St. Anthony Catholic School helped me
become who I am today.”
The Brookland neighborhood is once again attracting young families with children, and parents are very
keen to ensure that their children receive a good education. As the neighborhood gets younger, whether or not
the proposed new housing developments at St. Paul’s
College, Catholic University of America and Colonel
Brook’s Tavern (among others) take place, St. Anthony
of Padua Catholic School will have to compete for its
students with a number of schools, Catholic, Public
and Charter, with much greater financial resources, and

much newer facilities than us. We rejoice in this challenge because it is in meeting it (and only in meeting it)
that we are truly preparing our students for success in
life.
We are confident because we remember our founding, and God’s faithfulness, and ask Him to do again in
our time what was done of old. Beyond the donation of
Antoinette Margot’s house, what faithfulness has God
shown us?
On page 13 of our 1992 Centennial Celebration
book is a picture the “Parish Building Committee,
1931.” These stalwarts raised $101,050.00 to help build
the current church. According to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, the equivalent amount of money in 2010 is
$1,449,329.57, or approximately the budget for running
our school for one year. Not coincidentally, if each of
our 4,000 alumni donated just $1.00 a day to their Alma
Mater, we would raise $1,460,000.00!
My point is this: we believe as we pray, and the way
continued on page 7

Congratulations to
the Class of 2010
Alumnus

High School

Amani Allen
Oluwaseun Balogun
Melanie Bigelow
Thomas Burless
Sierra Cherry
Artell Cunningham
Malcolm Evans
Abel Fanta
Marcus Fuller
Skylar Greene
Jennifer Hemmings
Antonio Hill
Adante Jones
Tre’Seat Lawrence
Kyle Morris
Collin Myles
Alice Ohanele
Tory Rhone
Myla Riddick
Angelique Sargent
Hollis Tucker

Gaithersburg High School
Archbishop Carroll
St. John’s College High School
St. John’s College High School
Elizabeth Seton High School
Archbishop Carroll
Wilson Senior High School
Archbishop Carroll
McKinley Tech
St. John’s College High School
Elizabeth Seton High School
Archbishop Carroll High School
Eleanor Roosevelt
Duke Ellington
DeMatha Catholic High School
DeMatha Catholic High School
Elizabeth Seton High School
Elizabeth Seton High School
Undecided
Georgetown Visitation
Archbishop Carroll
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Mayor Williams encourages class of 2010 graduates
Addressing the 22 members of the St. Anthony
Class of 2010 wearing his trademark bow tie,
former DC Mayor Anthony A. Williams told the
young graduates that when he graduated from
the Catholic grade school he attended, he was
just an average student.
Very few people would have picked him to
attend Yale University and Harvard University,
which he did following a very strong high school
career.
In addition to encouraging students who are
average, Mayor Williams spoke about how the
United States has never relied on the “power of
one person” but rather it has rested on the “power of a people.”
From serving as mayor and chief financial officer for the District of
Columbia, Mayor Williams gained an appreciation for how public officials
are responsible for public works, public financing, public education and
other key services. Mayor Williams reiterated that parochial schools such as
St. Anthony Catholic School are a key component to the educational fabric
of Washington, D.C.
Mayor Williams, who served in office from 1999-2007, serves on the
board of the Consortium of Catholic Academies, which St. Anthony
Catholic School is part of.
Invoking the school’s mission statement, Principal Bill Eager encouraged
the Class of 2010 to serve and lead through exercising the Gospel values
in high school and beyond. He also paid tribute to the Class of 2010 for
donating playground equipment to the school as a graduation gift.
With the female graduates dressed in gold and the male graduates
dressed in blue, Fr. Frederick Close, pastor, told the Class of 2010 that St.
Anthony’s has “great expectations of you.”
Vanessa Bigelow ‘72/’76, mother of Melanie
Bigelow ‘10, said that she likes the “closeness”
of the Class of 2010 and that class sizes at St.
Anthony are small. Her daughter attended St.
Anthony Catholic School for eight years.
One student who read an essay, Angelique
Sargent ‘10, spent 10 years at St. Anthony
Catholic School.
The 75-minute graduation ceremony at St.
Anthony Catholic Church included Class of
2010 members reading poetry and singing.
Angelique Sargent ’10
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CuA Science Partnership
Benefits St. Anthony
A Catholic University of America
(CUA) Science Department partnership that began in
the fall is showing
strong signs of benefit to St. Anthony
Catholic School,
such as professional
development and
access to resources.
Mrs. Melanie Powell
Three St. Anthony
teachers – Ms. Neslyn Moore, Mrs.
Rebecca Poyatt and Mrs. Bridget Lambey – attended CUA for several weeks
this school year to receive professional
development through the Science Department.
CUA Education students who are
training to be teachers, moreover, visited twice weekly over six weeks to help
teach St. Anthony’s life science units
to Mrs. Poyatt’s third grade students,
according to Mrs. Melanie Powell.
“There’s more hands-on instruction,” as a result of the partnership,
said Mrs. Powell, academic specialist at
St. Anthony Catholic School. “They’re
not just reading texts but doing experiments.” The CUA Science Department
partnership appears to be working,
she said, because CUA staff is flexible
enough to meet St. Anthony’s needs as
they arise. “They’re really listening to
us and meeting our needs,” she said.
“It’s not top-heavy.”
CUA has provided two Full Option Science System (FOSS) kits to St.
Anthony’s. FOSS is a research-based,
hands-on science curriculum for elementary schools. Mrs. Powell called
the FOSS kits “science in a box,” and
they include bugs and crayfish. CUA
Physics professors also served as judges
at the St. Anthony Catholic School Science Fair this year.
St. Anthony Catholic School is
also forging a partnershp with NASA
through CUA, which will help provide
materials and professional development to St. Anthony teachers, Mrs.
Powell said. NASA officials want to
encourage American school children
to consider mathematics and science
careers.

From the Pastor continued from front page
we pray is: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen! The challenge in 2010 is the same as it was in
1931. In multiplying our numbers, God has simplified our task.
Our founding mothers and fathers gave over $1,000.00 each when
the money was made of silver and gold. We are asked to give $365.00
in Federal Reserve Notes. But here is the bottom line: God has called
us by name to be fruitful, a gift more precious than silver or gold! And
He will not be outdone in generosity!
Please ask what return you can make to the Lord for all that He has
done for you through St. Anthony of Padua, and then, do whatever
He tells you! Enjoy your Summer, and may God continue to bless you
and yours!
Grace and Peace,

Fr. Fred

Jones Day of Service at St. Anthony
Ninety-one employees from the Washington office of Jones Day
visited St. Anthony Catholic School on the morning of Saturday
June 19. Joined by a dozen St. Anthony students and two parents
over three hours of work, they painted the school lobby and library,
built playground park benches and donated basketball nets for the
school’s blackboard. They also refurbished tables, painted lines on the
blackboard basketball court and painted in the school building.
“They were happy to do it and to meet the students,” said Elizabeth
Ross, development director for the Consortium of Catholic Academies
(CCA). St. Anthony Catholic School is a member of the four-school
CCA.
Tim Cullen, chair of the Jones Day Worldwide trial practice, serves
on the CCA board. Jones Day employs more than 2,500 attorneys.

st. PatriCK’s DaY Visit

Cardinal Theodore
McCarrick of Washington
(Archbishop Emeritus)
visiting St. Anthony’s.
Standing behind him
(left to right) is Bill
Eager, principal, Michael
Thomasian, associate
principal, and Fr. Fred
Close, pastor.
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For Sodexo executive, it all began at St. Anthony
Gerri Mason Hall ‘73/’77 is senior vice president of
human resources for Sodexo USA based in Gaithersburg,
MD, where she has worked for four years. After working in
politically appointed positions in the federal government
and as vice president for diversity for Amtrak, this is her
first job for a global company.
In law school and her work at the Office of Personnel
Management as council for the deputy director, she gained
a strong grasp of the obligations of employers and which
human resource mistakes could lead to lawsuits.
Her expertise with Sodexo helps develop programs to avoid costly litigation over employee
rights.
An English major at Vassar College who later
obtained a law degree from George Washington
University Law School, she credits her strong
background in writing to Ms. Lorraine Ferris,
her eighth grade teacher at St. Anthony Catholic School, who has since retired. “She gave me
a very strong foundation,” Ms. Hall said.
Ms. Hall grew up in Michigan Park the sixth
of eight children in her family, including five who attended St. Anthony: Kenneth Mason, Rosslyn Mason Spriggs,
Karen Mason Simpson, Kerry Mason and Ramona Mason
Williams.
Growing up a large family helped her develop and hone
her negotiation skills. If she wanted to watch a particular
TV show, for example, she had to learn how to build a
concensus among her siblings. “You have to ally with a
certain group to prevail,” she explained.
She spent nearly her entire junior year at St. Anthony
High School in a body cast because of the surgery on her
spine. She remembers the late principal Sister Aedan Butler, O.S.B., whom she called “hard but fair.”
She remembers eating 43 cent french fries at the sandwich shop in Brookland everyday and wonders why the
Benedictine Sisters took St. Anthony’s grade school students to Bull Run and Luray Caverns in Virginia without
fail every spring. Gerri also remembers when one could
run to the top of the Washington Monument on the interior staircase.
She also remembers President Richard Nixon’s daughter,

future graDuates

Julie Nixon Eisenhower, teaching at St. Anthony’s, and
the “positive overall environment” at the school.
Upon graduation from St. Anthony High School,
Ms. Hall obtained a full scholarship to Vassar College,
where it was hard sometimes to relate to her classmates
who came from extremely wealthy backgrounds.
Ms. Hall is concerned about the poor educational
system in the United States and the limited number of
college graduates that our country produces each year.
“We’re not developing people very well in the
U.S.,” particularly engineers and those with
technical skills, she said.
Through Sodexo, she has worked to try
to help bridge issues between generations of
workers to enabled them to collaborate more
effectively. Younger workers sometimes find
that Sodexo’s ability to dissiminate information and allow employeers to access corporate
networks doesn’t meet their Web 2.0 social
media worldview. Older workers, she said,
have to be coaxed to use their computers to
access corporate networks and other information.
She and her colleagues are trying to gain a better
understanding for how federal healthcare reform will
effect Sodexo. “There is overregulation in some areas,”
she said. “Health care reform should be on the backs of
employers,” particularly when the U.S. needs to create
jobs to help its economic recovery.
She has also focused on diversity inclusion and
ramping up an employee network group to include six
affinity groups for her company, which has 300,000
employees.
In her spare time, Ms. Hall enjoys reading, practicing yoga, mentoring young people when possible and
being involved in a woman’s group. She is a practicing
Catholic who frequently takes her parents to Mass in
Maryland.
When asked what she’s most proud of, Ms. Hall’s
response was her son Nicholas Hall’s graduation from
Morehouse College in Atlanta. Nicholas is also an alumnus of St. John’s College High School in the District.

Sister Jo completes second year
at St. Anthony
If Sister Joette Ebert, OSF, longed for
her former school, it would be quite understandable: she taught at St. Francis
de Sales Catholic School, N.E., for 27
years before it closed in 2008, one of
seven schools that the Archdiocese of
Washington closed and converted into
public charter schools.
As she completes her second year
teaching at St. Anthony Catholic
School, however, the Syracuse Franciscan has grown to love the brick school in the Heart of Brookland.
“My heart is here,” she said, taking a break from serving as
the fifth grade homeroom teacher and eighth grade English
teacher. “I have extraordinary kids,” said the native of Long
Beach, Calif. She has grown to appreciate how hard many St.
Anthony Catholic School parents work to send their children to
the school.
Sister Jo also has grown to appreciate how St. Anthony parents, alumni, parishioners, staff and friends always seem willing to support the school. “There’s a network here,” she said.
“When I ask for help, I am rarely turned down.”
This network seems to extend to parents who are very active
in other Christian faith communities. “As Baptist as I may be, I
trust the Catholic school,” is how she explained the authenticity of the relationship.
This trust was not shaken by consultations conducted at St.
Anthony and 11 other Catholic schools this past fall about their
future. No parents pulled their children from the school. “This
is a Holy House,” she said of St. Anthony Catholic School.
She has implemented a new reading curriculum and describes
herself as “a learner as well as a teacher.” Her goal as eighth
grade English teacher is “getting (students) to focus on their
convictions and (learning how to) substantiate” them.
As she looks to the future, she understands that St. Anthony
Catholic School runs a large annual deficit – about $500,000 per
year – the difference between what is collected in tuition and
the cost of running the school. Yet she believes the school has a
bright future, particularly with an expanded fundraising effort.
“The Lord calls us to hope,” she said.

WorKing together

From the Principal’s Desk
Dear Friends of St. Anthony’s,
As I pen my column
the city, or most of the
city, is excited about the
pitching debut of Washington Nationals’ Stephen Strasburg. I love
when the city comes
together and is excited
about something, even
if it is a sporting event.
This is the time of
the year when the school comes together.
Graduation is a celebration that confirms
what our school is all about. Friday, June
4th, the Class of 2010, twenty-two strong,
became our most recent ambassadors and
disciples of Alma Mater. Once again, they
will attend the area’s best high schools. This
year 73 percent of our graduates are going to
our Catholic high schools. The class received
almost $50,000 in scholarships. More were
accepted to Catholic schools but the tuition
cost of our schools was prohibitive to some of
our families.
Our school mission calls our students to
become servant leaders. Recently, our Kindergarten students raised money for the Heifer
Foundation. Their project raised $740.00.
The class is going to buy the following animals which will help nine families:
2 Hives of honeybees
2 Water buffalo
3 Flocks of chicks
1 Trio of rabbits
1 Group of seedlings
Going outside of the school walls to serve
the community, and even the world, is still
an important part of our school culture.
I am always grateful to those who have
come before the present staff at St. Anthony’s.
What you did then makes it possible for us to
do great things for our students today.
Summer is a time to rest and renew and
paint everything! I can’t thank you enough
for your support. Your dollar a day does great
things here.
We appreciate all that you do, especially
your continued prayers.
Sincerely,
Bill Eager, Principal
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Career Day includes a homecoming for Coach Thompson
May 20 represented a homecoming to St. Anthony’s
for Coach John Thompson III, men’s baskeball coach at
Georgetown University. He grew up on Webster Street,
N.E., and attended St. Anthony Catholic Church in his
youth, including playing basketball for the St. Anthony
Tigers. He made his first basket in the St. Anthony High
School gymnasium, in the building that now belongs
to Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington.
He even attended dances and other function at Margot
Hall while a teenager. On May 20, he served as keynote
speaker during the St. Anthony’s Career Day.
He recalled that growing up and attending Gonzaga
College High School and later Princeton University, he
focused on getting good grades and had initial interest
in becoming a lawyer. After working for Ford Motor Co.
in its dealer development program and later for a sports
marketing company, however, Princeton Men’s Coach
Pete Carril called Thompson and asked him to serve as
his assistant. “It took about three seconds to say yes,”
Thompson recalled.
“If you work hard and do well in school, something
else might open up,” Thompson told his audience of St.
Anthony middle school students. Later, in speaking with
seven 8th grade boys from St. Anthony’s during a breakout session, Coach Thompson told the students that the
ability to listen effectively and follow directions is a skill
that’s important in sports and for success in life.
Other speakers included two doctors who work for
the Spanish Catholic Center, veterinarians from the
National Zoo, a U.S. Postal Service letter carrier, Frank
Green from the Black Pilots Association, an actor, author, chef, engineer, musician, video game designer, policeman and an artist.
One speaker, Sister Deirdre Byrne, M.D. of the Spanish Catholic Center, is a surgeon, religious sister and retired colonel in the U.S. Army. She spoke about being a

faith fair 2010

Sister of the Little Workers
of the Sacred Heart, serving
in the military and being a
medical doctor as prospective careers and vocations.
A general surgeon, she
said that her work at the
Spanish Catholic Center
involves working with patients who lack medical insurance. In answer to a fifth
grade student’s question,
she admitted to feeling “a
little nervous” before her
Coach John Thompson III of
first surgery.
Georgetown University.
Her work has included
performing surgeries in
third world countries such
as Ethiopia, Haiti and Sudan. She explained that
children in some countries urgently need medical attention when they
contract malaria, and one
fifth grade student in Sister Jo Ebert’s homeroom
explained that malaria is
spread through mosquito
bites.
“One of the great things
about being a physician is
meeting interesting people. Dr. Marguerite Duane of the
Spanish Catholic Center.
It’s not boring,” said Dr.
Greg Kumkumian, a cardiologist who spoke with Dr.
Marguerite Duane in a session about medicine.
“I love the relationship,” with patients, said
Dr. Duane of the Spanish
Catholic Center. Her work
can include “taking care of
grandma and her grandchildren.”
During closing remarks
to a Career Day assembly,
Fr. Fred Close, pastor of St.
Anthony’s, noticed two
common themes among
Sr. Deirdre Byrne, M.D. of the
the Career Day speakers.
Spanish Catholic Center.
They “love what they’re doing,” and they “like to help others,” he told the middle
school students, speakers and staff. He encouraged
St. Anthony’s students to consider these ideals when
choosing a career to pursue.

ALUMNINOTES
Kenyon MCDuFFie G.S. ‘81 has resigned from his job
for the U.S. Justice Department, where he served as an
attorney, and is running as a Democrat for D.C. City
Council in Ward 5. The encumbent is Councilman
Harry Thomas, Jr., a parishioner and school parent at
St. Anthony.
STACey (ColeS)
CHilDS H.S. ‘81
received a Master’s
degree in Science
and Administration/
Organizational
Management/Public
and Community Health
from Trinity University
in Washington in May
after 18 months of
study. She serves as
a Voluntary Service
Specialist at the Veterans
Affairs Medical Center in Washington, where she has
worked for 21 years. Prior to her current position, she
served as a Therapeutic Recreation Specialist working
with substance abuse, cardiac and psychiatry veterans.
JAMAl CHilDS ‘07, a junior
at McKinley Technology
Senior High School, received
the National Disabled
American Veteran $15,000
Jesse Brown Memorial Youth
Scholarship in August 2009
for his volunteer service
at the DC Veteran Affairs
Medical Center. He can apply
these funds towards his
college education.
Jamal has volunteered his service for the past three
years in the Bio-Medical Engineering Service as a
Bio-Medical Technician aide. He has helped operate
a technical service that are the veins and arteries of
the Medical Center, according to his mother, Stacey
(Coles) Childs H.S. ‘81.
Jamal also volunteered his assistance with the
National Veteran Games for the past two years,
assisting the wheelchair veterans in multi-event
sports. These events are rehabilitative programs for
military service veterans who use wheelchairs for
sports competition due to amputations, spinal cord
injuries or neurological problems.
Jamal was the 2008 “Spirit of Youth” recipient
youth volunteer at the DC VA Medical Center.
Jamal plans to apply the financial award towards
his college education to pursue a degree in Graphic
Design.

In Memoriam
Rich Abell H.S. ‘54
Harvey Dant H.S. ‘54
Carol (Dompierre) Nottingham
G.S. ‘54/H.S. ‘58
James Drury H.S. ‘55
Joseph Grotenrath H.S. ‘57
Thomas Nottingham H.S. ‘58
Greta Ann Pignone, wife of
William C. Pignone H.S. ‘54
Please pray for our deceased.

Passion PlaY

