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From the Pastor
Dear Alumni and Friends,
As November turns to
December, our thoughts
turn from the faithful
departed, who have gone
on before us marked
with the sign of faith, to
Christmas, when Jesus
leapt down from heaven
and brought us hope of
eternal life, when every
tear will be wiped away.
Here at St. Anthony of Padua, our Advent waiting
is in the context of the passing of four witnesses
to the Gospel: our beloved teacher Lorraine Ferris,
who taught here for 33 years; high school graduates and teachers Brother Phillip DePorter, F.S.C.
and Dr. Charles “Buck Offutt, who went “golden”
with 50 years of educational service themselves;
and high school alumnus and famous book store
owner John Olsson. Each followed the admonition
of St. Anthony to bring the day of Pentecost to fulfillment, by giving totally of themselves to become
gifts of infinite value!
This is the season of gifts, and in these challenging economic times, gifts have been very much
in the news. EBay has hired comedian Samantha
Bee for their “Love to Give” advertising campaign,
whose centerpiece is “Unwrap Attack,” episodes
in which gift recipients are so delighted that they
“shriek, scream and go gaga as they open their
presents” according to a news account. Better yet
is “A Secret Gift,” a new book by Ted Gup, which
tells the story of his grandfather’s modest, but nevertheless life changing gifts to needy people in the
depths of the depression. Last but not least, “The
Giving Pledge,” is a commitment by 40 very rich
Americans to give away 50% or more of their forcontinued on page 2

St. Anthony welcomes new
teachers
Margaret Bacon (Kindergarten)
is a native of Warwick, N.Y., who
volunteered last year in New
York City through Lay Apostolic
Ministries with the Poor, a program
through which she shared the
power of the Catholic faith with
the ability to help residents access
resources.
She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Social Work from
the Franciscan University of Steubenville and a Master
of Arts in Teaching from Catholic University of
America.
“I’ve wanted to teach for a while,” she said.”I’m
happy to pursue it here.”

Brigid Barry (First Grade) is a
Villanova University graduate who
majored in Human Services with
a Minor in Spanish, Sociology,
Psychology and Business.
A New Jersey native, she spent
a summer in Spain during her college years studying. Through the
Response-Ability program, she taught second grade at
St. Thomas More Academy, S.E., last year.
“I learned a tremendous amount about teaching,”
she said of last year. “I’m excited to have one year
under my belt.”

John Curatalo (Physical
Education) is a native of Rochester,
N.Y., who holds a bachelor’s degree
in Physical Education from Towson
University.
continued on page 2
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From the Pastor continued from front page
fortunes, estimated at $600 billion. But what do these stories
have to do with us?
Just this. When people start following the example of Zacchaeus in Luke’s Gospel (Lk 19:1-10), by promising to give half
of their wealth away, the Spirit is moving in a powerful way!
They are stepping into the breach, not just for a momentary
delight, but to create the future. The best fundraising advice is
to approach the wealthiest people with a big, “game-changing”
idea, and that is why I am writing to each of you! Who, me,
rich? You are no doubt going to say to me, “Silver and gold, I
have none” (Acts 3:6), but I will remind you “You were not delivered from the futile way of life your fathers handed on to you
by any diminishable sum of silver or gold, but by Christ’s blood
beyond all price” (1 Pet 1:18-19). What you received from St.
Anthony is worth more than the whole world, and you know
it. My “game-changing” idea is that the children of this generation also be given the chance to encounter the love of God in
dedicated and talented teachers like Ms. Ferris, Brother Phillip,
and Dr. Offutt, and become fruitful citizens like Mr. Olsson. Our
need is great, our cause, greater. No school at any level can support itself on tuition alone, and we are no exception. In order to
enter the next century on a sound financial footing, our alumni
must imitate Zacchaeus and those we mourn this fall with gifts
secret or public, small and large.
Your donations have already provided more than $90,000.00
in scholarships to the next generation of graduates, and over
$45,000.00 in needed improvements to the school’s physical
plant. Although our prayer will ever be “give us this day our
daily bread,” an endowed chair in honor of these heroes would
be a game changer for us. So would the next Antoinette Margot who donates their home to us after they were finished with
it. My point is this. Although I am again begging everyone
who can afford it to donate one dollar a day to the school, and
am hoping and praying for 100% participation in sacrifice, St.
Anthony doesn’t want your money, he wants you to give yourselves away, as Lorraine, Brother Phillip, “Buck” Offutt and John
Olsson did, to create a new future for the school.
This Advent, the sadness of their deaths gives way to the
bright promise of immortality implicit in Christmas, when every
tear will be wiped away. As Pope John Paul the Great reminds
us: “The future remains for us an unknown quantity, which we
now accept without anxiety. Love has overcome anxiety. The
future depends on love.” A Blessed and Merry Christmas, and a
joyous New Year, to you all!
Grace and Peace,
Fr. Fred

St. Anthony welcomes new teachers
continued from front page

Chandra
Foreman
(Fourth Grade)
is a former
Archdiocesan
Teacher of the
Year (2005-2006
at St. Bernard’s
Catholic School
in Riverdale)
who comes from
St. Anthony after a two-year teacher
exchange program, when she worked at
an International Bacchalaureate School in
Georgia.
She has 13 years of teaching experience at Catholic schools and District
of Columbia Public Schools. She holds
a Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood
Education with a double major in English
from Keane University.
“I’m just excited to be able to remain in
a Catholic school, especially with so many
closing,” she said.

Maria Salciccioli (Third Grade) is a
Michigan native and graduate of Princeton
University. She taught for several years in
D.C. Public Schools & DC charter schools.
She studied in France and speaks French
and some Italian.
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A Blessed Advent
Season to All
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Save the Date
Silent Auction

From the Principal’s Desk
Dear Friends of St. Anthony’s, 		

“Jesus is in the House.”
2010-2011 school theme

June 11, 2011
St. Francis Hall
1400 Quincy Street, N.E.
Washington, D.C. 20017
Proceeds to benefit St. Anthony
Catholic School.

Upcoming Event
December 16, 7:00 p.m.
St. Anthony School Annual
Christmas Concert
St. Anthony Catholic School

Planned Giving Corner
After you take care of your family and loved
ones, please consider naming St. Anthony
Catholic School in your will.

Each year we choose a theme to
focus on and celebrate throughout
the school year. We share it each day
and use it as a teaching point. This
year’s theme is “Jesus is in the House.”
The idea is that the Lord is the center
of our school “house.” We remind
everyone that Jesus is in them, and we
are called to see him in everyone else.
No doubt you have learned the
sad news that Ms. Lorraine Ferris passed in October. Ms. Ferris
taught at St. Anthony Catholic School for thirty-three years.
She was an outstanding teacher, one of a kind, and 100% St.
Anthony’s! She was a master teacher who knew her subject
matter completely and could teach it to her students clearly.
Anyone who had her knows how special she was as a teacher
and a person. I remember Ms. Ferris told me, “There are new
students on the first day of school before the first bell. After the
first bell rings, they are St. Anthony’s.” Ms. Ferris loved each
student and taught them well. Her work made St. Anthony’s
what it is today. Thank you Ms. Ferris and rest in peace.
I have good news! Because of your support and a very special
donation from Mr. Bob Maloney, Father Fred signed a check
earlier this month for over $24,000 to support our students in
scholarships. In just the past six months we have received over
$40,000 in scholarship aid. Everyone’s “dollar a day” can help
us to continue to provide an excellent Catholic education for
our bright students here in Brookland.
Please know that, regardless of the size of your gift, the Lord
will bless it and multiply it. Thank you for your continued
support and prayers. Once again the school will conduct its
Annual Thanksgiving Canned Food Drive. Students bring in
lots of canned goods. The cans will fill the St. Vincent DePaul
pantry which serves the needs of the Brookland community.
You are welcome to join us at the Annual Christmas Concert
on Thursday, December 16th at 7:00 p.m. in the Church. We
celebrate Jesus: the reason for the season. We pride ourselves
on our Catholic identity, and this a special evening to celebrate
Advent, Christmas, and Jesus being in our House.
Sincerely,

Bill Eager
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FOND FAREWELLS ...
Brother Phillip DePorter, H.S. ‘58
Kathy Keane H.S. ‘58
Brother Phillip Rene
DePorter, F.S.C. died
on Sept. 19. He was
diagnosed with cancer
and passed away very
soon afterwards. He was
the beloved son of the
late Walter R. and Amy
E. Blancke DePorter
and a member of the St.
Anthony High School
Class of 1958.
A funeral Mass
was celebrated at the
Immaculate Conception
Church in Towson, Maryland.
Bro. Phil was a teacher of religion, Spanish and a
guidance counselor at Calvert Hall College High School
in Towson, Maryland. A Christian Brother, he pronounced perpetual vows in Philadelphia on Aug. 30,
1966 and had celebrated his golden anniversary as a
Christian Brother before his passing.
Bro. Phil assignments included St. John’s College
High School in Washington, West Catholic High
School in Philadelphia, Bishop Walsh High School in
Cumberland, Md., Hudson Catholic High School in
Jersey City, N.J., and Cardinal Gibbons High School in
Baltimore and Archbishop Carroll Boys High School in
Radnor, Pa.

Dr. Charles “Buck” Offutt H.S. ‘49
Dr. Charles “Buck”
Offutt, H.S. ‘49,
who taught for more
than 50 years at
DeMatha Catholic
High School in
Hyattsville, passed
away on Oct. 25
after a long illness.
He was 79.
Known for his ability to tutor students to take the
SAT exam, Dr. Offutt joined the DeMatha faculty in
1955 and taught English. He served as DeMatha’s
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baseball coach for nearly 20
years, winning three Catholic
league championships.
He also served for 50 years
as an assistant football coach,
helping to build DeMatha’s
football program into a
national powerhouse.
Dr. Offutt had a doctorate in education and beginning in the early 1980s started offering a seven-week
SAT preparation class. He retired from teaching in 2008.
Survivors
include his wife of
52 years, Joanne
Cooper Offutt of
New Carrollton;
three sons,
Michael Offutt of
New Carrollton,
Stephen Offutt of
Fulton and Mark
Offutt of Laurel;
and a grandson.

John E. Olsson H.S. ‘49
The founder of Olsson’s Books & Records, John E.
Olsson H.S. ‘49 passed away on Oct. 28 at Holy Cross
Hospital in Silver Spring, after a heart attack.
Operating out of its home base in Georgetown,
Olsson’s Books & Records was a preeminent
source for music and books in Washington and the
near suburbs of Northern Virginia and Maryland during
the 1970s and 1980s.
During its peak in the early 1990s, Olsson’s Book &
Records had nine stores and was known for its knowledgeable staff members, who could give customers suggestions on books and music, based on each shopper’s
preferences.
Olsson was known as a hands-off owner who allowed
each of his stores to function effectively to meet the
needs of its customer base. His stores’ demise – the final
five stores closed in 2008 – came about as a result of
rapid changes in how books and music are produced
and sold, with the Internet and large-volume book
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sellers the chief market forces that spelled the end of
Olsson’s Books & Records.
John Olsson’s wife of 26 years, Judith MacNeil
Olsson, died in 1987. He married Candace Conway in
1997.

Lorraine C. Ferris
On Oct. 25, in her residence in Washington, retired
St. Anthony School teacher
Lorraine C. Ferris passed
away at the age of 73. In
2003, she had retired after
teaching English Language
and Religion for 33 years at
St. Anthony Catholic School,
establishing a legendary
status.
Born on April 6, 1937, in Queens, N.Y., Lorraine
Ferris was the sixth of eight children born to Thomas
and Emily (Brennan) Ferris. She completed high school
at Ladycliff Academy in Highland Park, N.Y. Over the
following nine years, while she taught elementary
school in New York and New Jersey, Lorraine worked
toward a college degree at Ladycliff College in Peekskill,
N.Y.
She received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in May, 1966.
She worked at the Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. Home in The
Bronx, New York, for several years while pursuing a
Masters Degree at the Catholic University of America.
She was awarded a Master of Arts Degree in History in
1969.
Lorraine’s career at St. Anthony Catholic School
began in September 1970. Sr. Alice Kelly, O.S.B., principal, hired Lorraine to teach fourth grade. After beginning in the lower grades, she moved to the Middle
School. She taught English to the sixth, seventh, and
eighth grades.
Miss Ferris’ classes became legend. Students were
drilled in nouns, verbs, adjectives, pronouns, capitalization, punctuation, tenses, and participles. Sentence
diagrams frequently covered the blackboards in her
classroom. After they learned grammar, her students
learned to write. They wrote, and wrote, and wrote
until it was right. She made sure that her students were
fully prepared for the rigors of high school and college
English courses.
More than anything, she wanted them to be prepared
for life. Lorraine was a strict but fair disciplinarian, and
she always reminded her students of their dignity and
worth. She demanded and got the very best out of her
students. When they got to high school and beyond

they realized that all the hard work and constant
reminders were worth it.
Lorraine retired from St. Anthony in June 2003, after
thirty three years of uncommon dedication. She was
a voracious reader and she enjoyed her wide circle of
friends.
Three siblings survive her – sisters Dolores Probala
and Loretta Ferris, a brother, Gerard Ferris – and a host
of nieces and nephews.
Rev. Msgr. Raymond East, pastor of St. Teresa of Avila
Catholic Church in Washington, and longtime friend
and former associate pastor at St. Anthony, officiated
at a Funeral Mass on Nov. 13 at St. Anthony Catholic
Church.
One can send a tax deductible donation in Ms. Ferris’
name to the Lorraine C. Ferris Scholarship Fund at
St. Anthony Catholic School
12th & Lawrence Streets, N.E.
Washington, DC 20017

Eulogies to Lorraine Ferris
Ms. Ferris. Gone. No longer among us. No longer here
for me to place a call to. To reconnect with. To share my
fears, concerns and even my joys with. To retrace distant
histories and hopeful futures with. Ms. Ferris ... with
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whom over the last few years, I did all of those things...
is now gone from us... and for me, the loss of her is simply too huge for words. So let me simply, and most inadequately say that she was far and away, much more than
a teacher. She was a gift. A giver if immeasurable treasures that we received in her classroom and then tucked
away in our hearts to use over and over and over again
throughout the greater portion of our lives. She didn’t
just teach “English”, she taught life. Survival. Manners.
Grit. Humility. Fortitude. Courage. She taught us... all
of us who were blessed to sit in a room before her... that
in life, we would get knocked down from time to time;
but that it was in how we got back up that would be the
mark of our true character. I’ve been knocked down so
many times since my days of sitting in her classroom.
And so many times I’ve wanted to quit it all and just
simply walk away. But I always knew that that was the
one thing Ms. Ferris would never approve of.
She didn’t teach us to be quitters. She taught us to be
children of God and soldiers of the world. She taught
us what she taught us so we could stand on a street
corner talkin’ to the brothers, and then step into boardroom and blow the minds of corporate CEO’s, or stand
before a General Assembly and address the leaders of
the free world. She taught us to walk with mortals and
Kings. Taught us the importance of presenting ourselves
with the proper respect, and in so doing, command an
even greater respect for ourselves in return. She taught
us how to live, how to love and how to survive. She
taught us not to be afraid of being afraid; that there isn’t
a great man or woman in this world who hasn’t been
through somethin’! She taught us to walk with an open
mind and an open heart for everyone and everything.
She taught us that doing wrong in life was easy, for
anyone can come incorrect. But doing the right thing,
especially when you’re down and broke as the Ten
Commandments and you’ve got people waving shady
shortcuts in your face... that’s what’s hard! And it’s the
doing right that is the measure of a true human being,
and indeed the measure of a St. Anthony’s student. And
most definitely the measure of anyone who was ever
taught by
Lorraine
Ferris.
Without
question,
I’m a better man
for having
known
her, having been
taught

by her. I’m a better man for having her wave that long
ruler at me, or shooting me that cutting glare whenever
I acted a fool. I’m a better man for all the stories she told
and all the wisdom she imparted. I’m a better man for
having shared time in a world illuminated by her presence; and I feel sorry for all the children who will never
get to share in her light.
The Law of Impermanence says that all things must
change. The people who walk this earth today, won’t
be here 100 years from now. As we say goodbye to Ms.
Ferris, I feel that impermanence deep within my soul.
It will be hard going forward knowing she’s no longer
here. But I’ll try to honor all that she was by continuing
to be worthy of all that she taught. It’s a tall order that
I may fail miserably at... but I promise you, Ms. Ferris...
wonderful, wonderful, Ms. Ferris... I won’t quit.
I applaud all you were and all you gave unto this
world. And I know that the Creator of all things is
overjoyed with the exemplary life you lived. You truly
left this earth a better place on the day you passed than
it was on the day you were born. And for that, Lorraine
Ferris, I simply say... Thank You!
With love and respect always...
Michael (Hughes) Genet
St. Anthony Grade School ‘72
I was saddened to hear of Ms. Ferris’ passing and want
to express my sincere condolences to her family.
Former classmates have spoken of her being such a
wonderful English teacher. That is very true; however,
let us not forget that she had impeccable style and taste,
from her vast wardrobe to her regularly-manicured nails.
She was dressed to perfection each day!
Lorraine Ferris was my English teacher and 8th grade
homeroom teacher. She left her mark on me. My family and friends know that I am the letter-writing queen.
That ability comes from a deep knowledge of English
grammar, subject-verb agreement, and sentence structure. I gained that knowledge in Ms. Ferris’ English class.
I graduated from the Grade School in 1976. Thirtyfour years later, I am proud to say that I still know that
“no main part of a sentence is ever in a prepositional
phrase.” I know all 44 prepositions in alphabetical
order. I cringe when I read a sentence that ends with
a preposition. I know the difference between subjective and objective pronouns. I understand subject-verb
agreement, conjugating verbs, present perfect, present
and past participle, direct and indirect objects, and the
difference between a phrase and a clause.
Ms. Ferris was the most dedicated teacher I have ever
had, and I thank God for her. God bless you, Ms. Ferris.
Danielle Gillmore Johnson ‘76

7
Ms. Ferris was one of the best
teachers I ever had. I learned so
much more than just English
from her. She put everything
she had into making us better than we even believed we
could be. And not just better
students...better people. Her life
helped change the world. My
prayers go out to her family and
friends. There aren’t words to
describe how she’ll be missed.
Natalie Dupree ‘76
Dear Ms. Ferris,
Without you in our lives, many of us would have
fallen short of our full potential, given up, and faded
away before ever getting started in this race called life.
You demanded more because you knew we could do
more. You pressed us to never quit, to never settle for
less, to never be lazy. From you, we learned that talent
was a good start, but that hard work and determination
would take us much further – wherever we wanted to
go in life. The steely toughness that you armed us with
extended well beyond what we could have learned from
anyone else about prepositions, tenses and agreement
of subject and verb. You taught us – and gave us – life.
When I think of teachers, I think of you first and thank
God for the blessing. You will forever be our angel – my
angel.
Love Always,
Eric Yeager, Esq.
St. Anthony’s Grade School Class of 1977
My relationship with Ms. Ferris was a very special
one. I was one of the kids slated to not make it, but she
took it upon herself to make me make it. She is an amazing part of my life as a successful man and father now.
Greg Terry ’95
I appreciate all you did for me and all you taught
me. You made sure I received nothing less than the best
education possible. I owe it all to you. You made sure
if I got nothing else from my St. Anthony’s experience,
I would know how to write and speak. I have to thank
you for all the influences, detentions, laughter and
tears. I admired you so much that I chose your name,
Lorraine, as my Confirmation name. I thank God for
the opportunity to have you in my life. It was truly an
honor and a pleasure. I thank you and I love you. May
God Bless You!
Kim Carter-Brown ‘84

Ms. Ferris taught me English for two years while
I attended St. Anthony’s in the 7th and 8th grade.
Whenever we would cut up in her class, she would make
you write from the spelling book. She’d make you write
the 25 words for the week, 25 times as punishment. I
never told her how much she helped improve my spelling by doing that. We thought it was all punishment. It
was amazing how she taught you and disciplined you at
the same time. I walked into her classroom some years
later to see her, (and) she yelled to me, “Chip Austin,
how are you, then told me ‘twenty five words twenty
five times.’ We both broke out into laughter. I miss her
already. She was a great teacher and a greater friend.
Chip Austin ‘73
Ms. Ferris taught me discipline. Throughout the years,
I would ponder my time in Ms. Ferris’ class and quietly
thank her. I will be eternally grateful to her for the nuggets of discipline and her outstanding commitment to
education. I believe teachers should be modeled after
Ms. Ferris!
Nicci T. (Watson) Dowd ‘88
Going out
to dinner
was never
the same for
the Briscoe
Family after
we went to
dinner with
Ms. Ferris.
Her favorite
saying was
“Soup to Nuts,” meaning she would not let us up from
the table until we had an appetizer, soup, salad, entree
and dessert.
She used to tell us that we never slept all night when
she spent the night at our house. She said we only took
long naps. Something always managed to wake us up
and then we would stay up and chat with her.
Ms. Ferris’ loving spirit will forever remain in my
heart.
Sonja Briscoe

In Memoriam
Bob Bender H.S. ‘50
Celeste Lewis MacMillian H.S. ‘69
Please pray for our deceased.
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St. Anthony Catholic School (Pre-K-8)
12th & Lawrence Streets
Washington, D.C. 20017
202-526-4657
www.stanthonyschooldc.org
Interested in serving as a Class Agent?
Address updates for alumni and friends?
Please contact Bill Murray at
billm@developassociates.com or
301-881-8180

Fr. Fred Close, Pastor
padrefred@earthlink.net
202-526-8822 (parish office)
Mr. William Eager, principal
bill.eager@catholicacademies.org
202-526-4657
Please visit our website at www.stanthonyschooldc.org
to update your address to receive this newsletter on the
Alumni and Friends page.

Visit St. Anthony Catholic School’s website:

www.stanthonyschooldc.org

A school you can believe in.

